Brad Thompson, L.Ac.         (360) 786-6977


Patient Notification of Qualifications and Scope of Practice

My qualifications include the following education and license information:

· Diploma of Acupuncture from the Washington College of Oriental Medicine, 1996.

· Diplomate in Acupuncture from the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine, 1996.

· WA State Department of Health East Asian Medicine Practitioner License #:  AC 00000317

The scope of practice for an East Asian medicine practitioner in the state of Washington includes the following:
· Acupuncture:  the use of acupuncture needles or lancets to directly or indirectly stimulate acupuncture points and meridians.
· Acupressure
· Cupping:  a technique used to relieve symptoms by applying cups made of glass, bamboo, or other materials to the skin with a vacuum created by heat or other devices.
· Plum Blossom or Seven Star Hammer:  multi-needle devices applied to areas of the body with a light-to-moderate tapping technique.
· Gua Sha (Dermal Friction):  the rubbing of an area of the body with a blunt-edged instrument.
· Moxabustion (Moxa):  the burning of herbs on or near the body to warm it, strengthen it, and relieve symptoms. Moxa comes in several forms such as a stick, string, ball, cone, or rice grain.
· Tuina and East Asian Massage:  a method of bodywork, characterized by the kneading, pressing, rolling, shaking, and stretching of the body and does not include spinal manipulation
· Dietary Advice:  food recommendations based on East Asian medical theory, including the sale of herbs, vitamins, minerals, and dietary and nutritional supplements.
· Electrical, Mechanical, or Magnetic Devices:  used to stimulate acupuncture points and meridians.
· Infra-Red Heat Lamp:  a special lamp used to bring deep heat to an area.
· Press Tacks and Intradermal Needles:  tiny needles inserted and held in place by adhesive tape, to be left on the body for up to five days.
· Qi gong and Other Breathing, Relaxation, and Exercise Techniques
· Superficial Heat and Cold Therapies
· Other Techniques Not Used in My Practice:  sonopuncture, laserpuncture, point injection therapy (aquapuncture)
I recognize the potential risks and benefits of these procedures as described below:

Potential risks: Although uncommon, there is a potential for acupuncture to produce some discomfort or pain at needled sites, minor bruising, or infection. It may also cause needle sickness, a broken needle, temporary discoloration of the skin, and potentially an aggravation of symptoms existing prior to the acupuncture treatment.  Clients with severe bleeding disorders or pace-makers should inform their practitioners prior to treatment.

Potential benefits: drugless or drug-reduced relief of presenting symptoms and the improved balance of bodily energies which may lead to prevention or elimination of the client's main complaint(s).

With this knowledge, I voluntarily consent to the above procedures, realizing that no guarantees have been given to me by Brad Thompson regarding the cure or improvement of my conditions.

I hereby release Brad Thompson from any and all liability which may occur in connection with the above mentioned procedures, except for /failure to perform the procedures with appropriate medical care. I understand that I am free to withdraw my consent and to discontinue participating in these procedures at any time.

_____________________________________________________

    ______________________

       Signature of Client (or Guardian if under 18)





Date



